Building Creativity: An At-Home Guide
Welcome to Creativity!
Building doesn’t stop when Camp Brick ends! We believe that creativity can thrive at home with just a little guidance and some fun activities. This guide is packed with ideas to help you continue fostering your child’s love for building, learning, and exploring after camp.

1. Keep the Fun Going with At-Home Building Challenges
You don’t need a big, fancy setup to encourage creativity at home. Here are some easy and exciting building challenges you can do with everyday items or LEGO® bricks:
· 30-Minute Build Challenge:
· Set a timer for 30 minutes and see what your child can create. The only rule: no instructions! They can build whatever their imagination comes up with.
· Theme of the Day:
· Pick a theme—like “Space Adventure” or “Underwater Kingdom”—and challenge your child to build something around that theme. This encourages creative thinking and storytelling.
· Reuse and Recycle:
· Challenge your child to use materials found around the house (like cardboard, plastic bottles, or paper) to build something amazing. It’s eco-friendly and creative!

2. Collaborative Family Projects
Building is more fun when everyone joins in! Here are some ideas for family-building projects:
· Family Build Night:
· Set aside one night a week where everyone in the family works on a big building project together. You could create a city, a castle, or even a theme park using LEGO® bricks or other building materials.
· Story Builders:
· Build a scene together and then make up a story that goes along with it. Each family member can contribute a part of the story based on what they built.
· Building and Baking:
· Mix creativity with a tasty reward! Work together to “build” baked creations, like a cookie castle or a cake in the shape of a spaceship.

3. Explore STEM with Building Projects
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) concepts are everywhere, and building is a great way to explore them. Here are a few STEM-focused building activities to try:
· Bridge Building:
· Challenge your child to build a bridge that can hold weight using household items (like straws, toothpicks, or LEGO® bricks). Test the strength of their creation by adding weights!
· Gears and Gadgets:
· Explore how gears work by building simple machines. If you have LEGO® Technic sets, try creating a machine that can move or lift objects.
· Building in Nature:
· Head outside and gather sticks, rocks, and leaves. Encourage your child to build structures using natural materials, like a fort or a small model house.

4. Encouraging Creativity Beyond Building
Creativity can take many forms, and there are plenty of ways to foster it beyond building:
· Art and Drawing:
· Provide art supplies and let your child sketch out their ideas before building. This encourages creative planning and helps them visualize their project.
· Storytelling:
· Ask your child to create a story to go along with their builds. This adds depth to their projects and boosts their imagination.
· Photography:
· Let your child take pictures of their finished builds from different angles, helping them learn about composition and perspective.

5. Building Habits for Creativity
It’s important to create a space and routine that encourages creative thinking:
· Create a Dedicated Building Space:
· Set up a small area in your home where your child can build freely without worrying about mess. This can be a corner of a room with easy access to their building materials.
· Encourage Free Play:
· While structured challenges are great, make sure to balance them with free play, where your child can explore and build whatever they want without rules or time limits.
· Limit Screen Time:
· Encourage hands-on creativity by setting aside time each day for building and limiting screen time.

6. Celebrate and Display Their Work
Your child’s creativity deserves to be celebrated! Here’s how to showcase their amazing work:
· Display Finished Builds:
· Set up a “gallery” where your child’s best builds can be displayed. It could be a shelf in their room or a dedicated spot in the living room.
· Capture the Moment:
· Take photos of their creations and create a “build journal” to track their progress and ideas over time. It’s a fun way to look back on their accomplishments!
· Creative Challenges with Friends:
· Arrange virtual or in-person building challenges with friends. They can share their creations and get inspired by others’ ideas.

Let the Creativity Flow!
Building is just the beginning of your child’s creative journey. With these ideas and challenges, you can continue to foster their creativity and problem-solving skills at home. Remember, the best projects come from having fun and thinking outside the box!

Icons:
· At-Home Building Challenges: Lightbulb or puzzle piece
· Collaborative Family Projects: Group of people or family icon
· Explore STEM with Building Projects: Gears or bridge
· Encouraging Creativity Beyond Building: Paintbrush or camera
· Building Habits for Creativity: Home with a LEGO® brick
· Celebrate and Display Their Work: Trophy or photo frame

